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Global Warming calls for:

# A trans-disciplinary approach.

& Drrawing| upon the knewledge of
science and the insights of the
Wworld's; great wisdem traditions.

¢ Science Asks the “IHow” guestions;
Religien or faithr the “Why* guestions.

& \Why/ deEeSs) It meatter, Why/ sheuldwe
calfe7Z QuUestions eimeaningranad
pPUrpPeSse; ol Values and ethics:
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Questions to Ponder

What core principles or values that | hold most
dear lead me to see climate change as
Important?

Whe are my neighbors and what Is the most
loving way: te care for them?

Jjorwhat extent does; my: ethical concern reach
QUL ter ether species and te future generations?

In the fiace o glehal warming, whereram I called
to curtail my/ persenallfireedoem euit oif concern o)
OLhers?

What' actiens o changes dorl ieel called terand
ambwilling termake?
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Top 10 Guiding Principles

o Spiritual principles many faith
traditions share that can help guide
OUr response to the challenge of
climate change.
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1. Love Motivates

+» People will'be motivated to change not
Just because they finally know the facts,
but because -

¢ [hey deeply Love the earth, and they
want a sustainakle werld where pelar
pbears and penguins and little childiren can
all“thrve:

¢ Andi because they: care deeply, about the
Kind eifwoerld they: leave: o) thelr
grrandchildren:
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2. Everything Is Interconnected

¢ “For every atom belonging te me as good
pelengs to you...and a leaf of grass Is no
less than the journeywork of the stars.™
~Walt Whitman

¢ e universe Is a dynamic and evoelving
whoele, with every event related ter everny,
other event.

o \We are allinrthis tegether — one Earth,
eRE humanity, GRE UtUre:
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3. Sacredness of Creation

# Through the eyes of faith we see and
celebrate the earth and all nature as
sacred.

& Other species, as palt of the
clieation), have inthanRsic value; heyend
thelF ulitananvaltue terhumans,
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4. Responsibility to Future
Generations

» Many Native American traditions see our
responsibility as extending to 7
generations inte the future.

¢ In the Bible, Abraham’s descendents are
to be as numerous as the stars — and
God’s covenant extends te alllgenerations.

o \We are at a key turming poeini IR planetary.
histerRy: When peoeplé i the iuttre Iook
Pack te eur generawon, What willseur:
legacy be?
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5. Celebration of Diversity.

# Ecology teaches that diversity is key
to a healthy ecosystem.

» Celebrating| diversity: means living| in
creative harmony, net unifermity.

¢ Each off Us add our gifits; 1nsights and
contribuitions, and are enriched in
turrA by, thie gifits, 1nsights, and
contrbutions Gff oGthErs.

¢ “Others” includes non-human kind.
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6. Equity and Justice

# Justice i1s a major theme of the Bible, the
Quran, and other sacred texts.

# Science tells us that the impacts ofi glehal
warming willi falll moest severely en the
poeer and marginalized.

» Envirenmenitall refugees will-exceed war:
refugees.

¢ Caring fier our neighkors asiwe care or
ourselves.

¥ Brioadening ourr Concept el REIghher te
Include etherspecies;as well:

2/4y2008




7. Right Relationship

Shalom — more than the absence of violence,
includes right relationship, balance and
wholeness.

\We are part of a larger interconnected whole.

Includes our relations with' others: in our local
community, with others' areund the world, and
with ether species.

Stewardship — Our capacities as humans, give us
special responsibiliity, tor care ior the whoele.

Livinglinr rehit relatenship means hullding
cCoOmMMUNIWES that respect and care: for the |arger:
community eitliie; thet are secially/ Just,
ecolegjcallyssustainables andispirbtualiyssatsiing,
withiaene lefit behind:

222008,

8. Practice Humility

¢ As humans we know a lot, but still
have a lot to learn.

¢ [herefore, we should first strive to
do ne harm.

¢ llhere are different ways oiff knewing
— aii, MUSIC, peetny, science — all
avenalue:

2/4y2008




9. Beauty and Grace

» Life is a gift.

+ By cultivating a sense of awe and
wonder at the beauty and miracle of
creation allrareund us, and iR us, We

willfgrew: te) chershiit andl care o it
and appreciate it mere:
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10. Hope and Joy

¢ \We are not in this alone. Events like this
day give us hope, as moere and more
people are coming together to meet the
challenge of glehal warming, hepe that we
can make a difference.

¢ Eind that one part off this Great Work that
gives you| the mest jey. That 1s where
YoUIR giits are most needed and will-lse
MESE firurtitl: EeCUS) your efforts there.
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Earth Charter

¢ The draiters asked: What are the deepest
needs of the world today, and hew: might
we constructively respend?

¢ Central idea: People in different nations
and cultures can live with| “respect and
care for the community, of life,” and! in se
doing| “create communities that are: Just,
sustainable; participatory, nenvielent, and
cCompassionate.”

9 Vay this spint embediedNnrthe Earth
Charter e withr eachiand eveny ene ot us.
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