PUBLIC NOTICE
WATERSHED SCIENCE RESEARCH CENTER AT UC DAVIS
Proposed Project
UC Davis proposes to construct a new academic and administrative building to provide
space for campus growth in the study of watershed science. The proposed project includes
the construction and operation of a two-story, approximately 9,800 assignable square feet
(asf) (19,000 gross square feet [GSF]) building. The new building would be located in the
core campus, south of the Academic Surge Building at the intersection of South La Rue
Road and California Avenue. The proposed building would be constructed on the eastern
portion of Parking Lot 46 (see Figure 2). The west side of Parking Lot 46 will remain as a
parking lot after construction of the proposed project.
Approximately 4,900 asf (9,440 GSF) of the new building will be dedicated to the Watershed
Science Research Center to provide laboratory and support space for cross-disciplinary
researchers and students who are engaged in research connected to the Bay-Delta and
related tributaries. The remaining 4,900 asf (9,440 GSF) will be constructed as unfinished
shell space for later development by the campus. A program for the unfinished space has
not been determined although the future use would be consistent with the Academic and
Administrative High Density land use designation. The proposed Watershed Science
Research Center would provide offices for faculty and staff, visiting researchers and
graduate students and academic office support space, storage space (including indoor and
outdoor storage areas), and laboratory space.
Project Objectives
The following summarizes the specific objectives of the proposed project:
•

The UC Davis Academic Plan for the Environment 2000 identifies integrated watershed
science as one of four areas of growth over the next 10 years, and declares watershed
science to be a priority area for the campus. The commitment to growth in integrated
watershed science is also included in the current academic plan for the College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. Provide sufficient space for the near term
expansion of the Watershed Science Research Center;

•

The Center will provide opportunities to both graduate students and undergraduates to
engage in hands-on, field-based, integrated watershed science. It will also permit
expansion of an existing fellowship program for state and federal agency scientists;

•

As a public service, the Center will become a principal resource for watershed managers
and decision-makers to make sound science-based policy; and

•

Provide sufficient space to accommodate academic and administrative growth on
campus.

Environmental Review
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The Draft Tiered Initial Study for the Watershed Science Research Center at UC Davis was
prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and state and
University of California guidelines for implementation of CEQA. The environmental analysis
is tiered from the 1994 Long Range Development Plan (LRDP) Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 94022005), as updated and revised by a number of
subsequent documents. Specifically, the 1994 LRDP EIR was updated and revised by the
1997 Wastewater Treatment Plant Replacement Project EIR (State Clearinghouse Nos.
95123027 and 96072024), the 1997-98 Major Capital Improvement Projects Supplemental
EIR (State Clearinghouse No. 97122016), the Center for the Arts Performance Hall and
South Entry Roadway and Parking Improvements Tiered Initial Study and Mitigated Negative
Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 98092016), the USDA Western Human Nutrition
Research Center Tiered Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (State
Clearinghouse No. 99092060), the Veterinary Medicine Laboratory and Equine Athletic
Performance Laboratory Facilities Focused Tiered EIR (State Clearinghouse No.
2000022057), the Segundo Housing Improvement Projects Tiered Initial Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 2001092063), and the Conference Center,
Hotel, and Graduate School of Management Building Focused Tiered EIR (State
Clearinghouse No. 2001082067). These documents are available for review during normal
operating hours at the UC Davis Office of Resource Management and Planning in 376 Mrak
Hall on the UC Davis campus; at Reserves in Shields Library on the UC Davis campus; at
the Yolo County Public Library, 315 E. 14th Street, Davis; at the Vacaville Public Library,
1020 Ulatis Drive, Vacaville; and online at http://www.ormp.ucdavis.edu/environreview/
(technical appendices are not available online). A document summarizing amendments to
the 1994 LRDP and revisions to the 1994 LRDP EIR is also available online and is included
as an appendix to the Draft Tiered Initial Study.
The 1994 LRDP EIR, as updated and revised, is a Program EIR, prepared pursuant to
Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Sections
15000 et seq.). The 1994 LRDP EIR analyzed full implementation of uses and physical
development proposed under the 1994 LRDP through the year 2005-06 and identified
measures to mitigate the significant adverse project and cumulative impacts associated with
that growth.
The Draft Tiered Initial Study for the Watershed Science Research Center at UC Davis is
tiered from the 1994 LRDP EIR in accordance with Sections 15152 and 15168(d) of the
CEQA Guidelines and Public Resource Code Section 21094. Based on the analysis
presented in the Draft Tiered Initial Study, it has been determined that the project may
incrementally contribute to, but would not exceed, certain cumulative significant impacts
previously identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR. However, most of these impacts would be
reduced to a level that is clearly less-than-significant through implementation of mitigation
measures identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR.
The proposed project may incrementally contribute to, but would not exceed, certain
significant and unavoidable cumulative impacts previously identified and evaluated in the
1994 LRDP EIR. These impacts are related to: intersection level of service, increased noise
sources, construction air pollutants, criteria air emissions, toxic air emissions, use and
disposal of hazardous materials, development on potentially contaminated sites, demand for
emergency response, loss of ruderal/annual grassland, receiving water quality, demand for
water from the deep aquifer, seismic effects, loss of cultural resources, loss of rural
character, City of Davis fire protection services, City of Davis police protection services, and
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contribution of school-age students in the Davis Joint Unified School District. The analysis in
the Draft Tiered Initial Study concluded that for these significant and unavoidable impacts, no
mitigation measures other than those previously identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR are
required. Mitigation measures to reduce many of these significant and unavoidable
cumulative impacts to less-than-significant levels are available but are not within the
jurisdiction of the University of California to enforce and monitor. These significant and
unavoidable impacts were adequately analyzed in the 1994 LRDP EIR (as revised) and fully
addressed in the Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations adopted by the Board
of Regents of the University of California in connection with its approval of the 1994 LRDP
and certification of the 1994 LRDP EIR, as revised.
Due to anticipated enrollment increases through 2014-15 that would exceed projections
under the 1994 LRDP for growth through 2005-06, the campus has closely examined each of
the cumulative impacts identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR that could continue through 2014-15
(this evaluation is provided as an appendix to the Draft Tiered Initial Study). To the extent
that growth and physical development anticipated for 2014-15 were not considered in the
1994 LRDP EIR, additional environmental effects that were not previously identified may
occur. However, it would be very speculative to determine these effects now because most
components of the next LRDP are not currently known. A new LRDP EIR will fully evaluate
the potential environmental impacts associated with the next LRDP.
Public Review and Comment
Based on the analysis in the Draft Tiered Initial Study, the campus has determined that a
Negative Declaration will be prepared for this project. The public and agency review period
for the Draft Tiered Initial Study will be from July 16 to August 14, 2002. Copies of the Draft
Tiered Initial Study are available during normal operating hours at the UC Davis Office of
Resource Management and Planning in 376 Mrak Hall on the UC Davis campus; at
Reserves in Shields Library on the UC Davis campus; at the Yolo County Public Library, 315
E. 14th Street, Davis; at the Vacaville Public Library, 1020 Ulatis Drive, Vacaville; and online
at http://www.ormp.ucdavis.edu/environreview/.
Comments on this Draft Tiered Initial Study must be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 14,
2002. They may be e-mailed to environreview@ucdavis.edu or mailed to:
John A. Meyer
Vice Chancellor - Resource Management and Planning
University of California
One Shields Avenue
376 Mrak Hall
Davis, CA 95616
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