PUBLIC NOTICE
UC DAVIS AQUATIC CENTER
Proposed Project
UC Davis proposes to construct and operate an aquatic sports and recreation facility and
associated parking in the central campus, west of La Rue Road and east of East Health
Sciences Drive. The proposed project site is located east of Parking Lots 54 and 54a,
northwest of the Health Sciences District (including the Schools of Medicine and Veterinary
Medicine), and north and south of undeveloped fields. The site is primarily undeveloped,
except for a bike path that currently crosses the site and provides access between the Health
Sciences District and the core campus. The project would realign the bike path to maintain
efficient access.
The proposed project would comprise approximately 3.6 acres and would consist of an
approximately 46,208 gross square feet Aquatic Center facility, an approximately 1.3 acre
parking area, and approximately 1.3 acres of landscaped grounds. The new Aquatic Center
facility would include a 65-meter long pool, a deck and warming pool, spectator seating, and
an aquatic support building (including offices, lockers, meeting areas, and pool equipment
rooms). The proposed parking area, located directly west of the Aquatic Center, would
accommodate up to 100 vehicles.
Existing UC Davis facilities for aquatic sports and recreation (including Hickey Gymnasium
Pool and the Recreation Pool) cannot meet the demands of current enrollment. The
proposed project would supplement existing facilities to better meet the aquatic needs of
intercollegiate athletic aquatic sports, recreational swimmers in the campus community, and
City of Davis swimming programs. The pool would also alleviate demand on existing
campus aquatic facilities so they may better serve other users.
Project Objectives
The following summarizes the specific objectives of the proposed project:
•

Invest in UC Davis' aquatic sports reputation, assist recruitment and retention efforts, and
help publicize aquatic programs.

•

Provide an attractive gateway from the western edge of campus that is consistent with
the overall visual message of the campus and relates to the City.

•

Support a partnership with City Parks and Recreation Programs.

•

Provide accessibility to and from other parts of campus.

•

Provide an open design and include wood and natural light.

•

Provide an object of pride and promote the strength of UC Davis' sports programs.

•

Be unique to UC Davis and support its traditions (such as Aggie Pack, the UC Davis
student spirit organization).

1

•

Provide a facility that meets the needs expressed in the Facilities and Campus
Enhancement Initiative approved by the Student Body and execute such delivery costefficiently.

•

Design the facility to accommodate future demands.

•

Provide a facility that will support Men's and Women's Swimming, Water Polo, and
Diving; City of Davis Masters and Aquadarts programs; and student and staff lap
swimming.

•

Provide a facility that will supply: an aquatic venue without recreational slides, wading
pools, etc.; appropriate seating and space to accommodate larger meets and the Aggie
Pack; a pool with 50-meter lap lanes, a diving area, and two movable bulkheads; the
capacity for simultaneous practices in order to ease the training schedule; locker rooms,
team room, and offices for Men's and Women's Swimming, Diving, and Water Polo
coaches; a well-lit atmosphere during the evening; security; sufficient accessible
restrooms; and sufficient equipment storage so all equipment can be kept and maintained
onsite.

•

Provide circulation to the facility that will: be clear and unrestricted; separate vehicular,
pedestrian, and bike traffic; provide clear and separate access for utility and emergency
vehicles; provide safe area for drop-off and queuing; and avoid unnecessary congestion
along La Rue and Hutchison Drive.

•

Protect swimmers from seasonal winds by massing the support facility or using windscreening devices.

Environmental Review
The Draft Tiered Initial Study for the Aquatic Center was prepared in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and state and University of California guidelines
for implementation of CEQA. The environmental analysis is tiered from the 1994 LRDP EIR
(State Clearinghouse No. 94022005), as updated and revised by a number of subsequent
documents. Specifically, the 1994 LRDP EIR was updated and revised by the 1997
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Replacement Project EIR (State Clearinghouse Nos.
95123027 and 96072024), the 1997-98 Major Capital Improvement Projects Supplemental
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 97122016), the Center for the
Arts Performance Hall and South Entry Roadway and Parking Improvements Tiered Initial
Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 98092016), the USDA
Western Human Nutrition Research Center Tiered Initial Study and Mitigated Negative
Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 99092060), and the Veterinary Medicine Laboratory
and Equine Athletic Performance Laboratory Facilities Focused Tiered EIR (State
Clearinghouse No. 2000022057). These documents are available for review during normal
operating hours at the UC Davis Office of Resource Management and Planning in 376 Mrak
Hall on the UC Davis campus; at Reserves in Shields Library on the UC Davis campus; at
the Yolo County Public Library, 315 E. 14th Street, Davis; at the Vacaville Public Library,
1020 Ulatis Drive, Vacaville; and online at http://www.ormp.ucdavis.edu/environreview/
(technical appendices are not available online). A document summarizing amendments to
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the 1994 LRDP and revisions to the 1994 LRDP EIR also is available online and is included
as an appendix to the Aquatic Center Draft Tiered Initial Study.
The 1994 LRDP EIR, as updated and revised, is a Program EIR, prepared pursuant to
Section 15168 of the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, Sections
15000 et seq.). The 1994 LRDP EIR analyzed full implementation of uses and physical
development proposed under the 1994 LRDP through the year 2005-06 and identified
measures to mitigate the significant adverse project and cumulative impacts associated with
that growth.
The Draft Tiered Initial Study for the Aquatic Center is tiered from the 1994 LRDP EIR in
accordance with Sections 15152 and 15168(d) of the CEQA Guidelines and Public Resource
Code Section 21094. Based on the analysis presented in the Draft Tiered Initial Study, it has
been determined that the project may incrementally contribute to, but would not exceed,
certain cumulative significant impacts previously identified in the 1994 LDRP EIR. However,
most of these impacts would be reduced to a level that is clearly less-than-significant through
implementation of mitigation measures identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR.
The proposed project may incrementally contribute to, but would not exceed, certain
significant and unavoidable cumulative impacts previously identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR.
These impacts are related to: intersection level of service, increased noise sources,
construction air pollutants, criteria air emissions, use and disposal of hazardous materials,
development on potentially contaminated sites, demand for emergency response, loss of
ruderal/annual grassland, receiving water quality, groundwater recharge, demand for water
from the deep aquifer, seismic effects, loss of cultural resources, loss of rural character,
demand on City of Davis fire and police protection services, and contribution of school-age
students in the Davis Joint Unified school district. The analysis in the Draft Tiered Initial
Study concluded that for these significant and unavoidable impacts, no mitigation measures
other than those previously identified in the 1994 LRDP EIR are required. Mitigation
measures to reduce many of these significant and unavoidable cumulative impacts to lessthan-significant levels are available but are not within the jurisdiction of the University of
California to enforce and monitor. These significant and unavoidable impacts were
adequately analyzed in the 1994 LRDP EIR (as revised) and fully addressed in the Findings
and Statement of Overriding Considerations adopted by The Regents in connection with its
approval of the 1994 LRDP and certification of the 1994 LRDP EIR, as revised. There are no
changed circumstances since the preparation of these documents that require reanalysis of
cumulative impacts.
In addition, the analysis in the Aquatic Center Draft Tiered Initial Study identified that the
proposed project may result in one potentially significant impact that was not sufficiently
addressed and mitigated by the 1994 LRDP EIR, as revised. The impact involves the
potential disturbance of burrowing owls during construction of the project. A proposed
project-specific mitigation measure would reduce the effects of this impact to a point that
clearly no significant impact would occur.
Public Review and Comment
Based on the analysis in the Draft Tiered Initial Study, the campus has determined that a
Mitigated Negative Declaration will be prepared for this project. The public and agency
review period for the Aquatic Center Draft Tiered Initial Study will be from July 2 to August 1,
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2001. Copies of the Draft Tiered Initial Study are available during normal operating hours at
the UC Davis Office of Resource Management and Planning in 376 Mrak Hall on the UC
Davis campus; at Reserves in Shields Library on the UC Davis campus; at Reserves in
Carlson Health Sciences Library on the UC Davis campus; at the Yolo County Public Library,
315 E. 14th Street, Davis; at the Vacaville Public Library, 1020 Ulatis Drive, Vacaville; and
online at http://www.ormp.ucdavis.edu/environreview/.
Comments on this Draft Tiered Initial Study must be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 1,
2001. They may be e-mailed to environreview@ucdavis.edu or mailed to:
John A. Meyer
Vice Chancellor
Office of Resource Managment and Planning
376 Mrak Hall
University of California
One Shields Avenue
Davis, CA 95616
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